
Mongolia
August 5 to 15, 2022

Journey with Professor Stephan Graham, MS ’74, PhD ’76, to this remote area of inner Asia and observe
the culture and way of life of a people who are steeped in tradition even as they are trying to adapt to
the demands of life in the 21st century. Start our magical Mongolian adventure in the capital,
Ulaanbaatar. Visit the bronze Genghis Khan statue, erected in 2006 to mark the 800th anniversary of the
Mongol Empire, and stop at the Zaisan Memorial, which commemorates the Soviet Union’s fallen World
War II soldiers. Discover the fascinating history of this enigmatic land while viewing the many treasures
at the museum in Karakorum, the Mongol Empire’s 13th-century capital. Attend the centuries-old
Naadam festival, with its wrestling, horse racing and archery competitions. In the Gobi Desert, admire
one of the world’s richest dinosaur fossil sites, the Flaming Cliffs, at dusk, and kick back at the
world-renowned Three Camel Lodge.

FACULTY LEADER
Stephan Graham
Professor Stephan Graham, MS ’74, PhD ’76, began his fascination with Mongolia in early grade school
when he read two children’s books on the paleontology of Mongolia by Roy Chapman Andrews, who led
expeditions there in the early 1900s that uncovered the fossils of many new dinosaurs and extinct
mammals and resulted in the first-ever discovery of dinosaur eggs. Thereafter, geology became a major
focal point throughout Professor Graham’s education, and he went on to earn three degrees in the
subject. As a Stanford faculty member in earth sciences, Professor Graham has, with his students,

conducted field studies around the globe, including numerous scientific expeditions to China and
Mongolia. Little did he know as a child that he’d one day make the first discovery of a Jurassic-era
dinosaur in the dinosaur-rich land of Mongolia. During our trip he’ll lecture on the country’s geology and
natural history.

— At Stanford: Naramore Dean of the School of Earth, Energy and Environmental Sciences since
November 2017; associate dean for academic affairs, 1999–2007 and 2009–2016; W.J. and Maud L.
Crook Professor, School of Earth, Energy and Environmental Sciences, since 2005; and recipient,
Outstanding Teacher Award, School of Earth Sciences, 1987
— Recipient, Grover E. Murray Memorial Distinguished Educator Award, American Association of
Petroleum Geologists, 2007
— Recipient, Pettijohn Medal, Society for Sedimentary Geology, 2017

ITINERARY

Friday, August 5
ULAANBAATAR, MONGOLIA
Upon arrival at the Ulaanbaatar airport, transfer to our centrally located hotel. SHANGRI-LA HOTEL

Saturday, August 6
ULAANBAATAR
After breakfast gather for a welcome orientation in the hotel. Later this morning visit Sukhbaatar Square
to view the Great Khans memorial, built in celebration of the 800th anniversary of the Mongol Empire.
Continue to the Mongolian National History Museum for an excellent overview of Mongolia’s history and
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culture, and view displays of traditional implements of daily nomadic life, Stone Age and Bronze Age
artifacts, historical costumes of Mongolia’s minority tribes and sacred religious relics. Later explore the
most prized treasure room of Mongolia, located within the vaults of the Mongol Bank. Since 1983, the
vaults have housed royal seals and rare artifacts from centuries ago, including coins that were in
circulation in the age of Genghis Khan. SHANGRI-LA HOTEL (B,L,D)

Sunday, August 7
ULAANBAATAR
Begin our day at Gandan Monastery, the seat of Buddhism in Mongolia. Although Buddhist monasteries
were either destroyed or converted into museums during the Stalinist purges of the 1930s, Gandan
Monastery continued to operate as a showpiece for government officials. This afternoon head to the
Central Museum of Dinosaurs of Mongolia, which is dedicated to the preservation and discovery of the
country’s dinosaur fossils. Dine independently this evening. SHANGRI-LA HOTEL (B,L)

Monday, August 8
ULAANBAATAR / KHUSTAIN NURUU NATIONAL PARK
Today we start on our journey to Karakorum, stopping first for a day and night at Khustain Nuruu
National Park, home to the last remaining species of wild horse, the takhi, commonly known as
Przewalski’s horse. Learn about current conservation efforts and the status of the herds found within the
park before trying to spot these beautiful horses in their natural habitat. Tonight experience our first
overnight stay in a ger (gers are yurt-like structures) camp. ASA LAND RESORT (B,L,D)

Tuesday, August 9
KARAKORUM / ERDENE ZUU MONASTERY
Upon our arrival in Karakorum, site of the 13th-century capital of the Mongol Empire, visit the
Karakorum Museum with the museum curator for an excellent overview of the historical significance of
the Orkhon Valley, designated a UNESCO Cultural Landscape. Next visit the Erdene Zuu Monastery, which
is surrounded by 108 stupas and has been a place of Buddhist activity for centuries. Meet the abbot of
the monastery to receive a blessing and partake in a meditation practice. ASA LAND RESORT (B,L,D)

Wednesday, August 10
KARAKORUM / ONGIIN KHIID / GOBI DESERT
After an early breakfast we start our drive south to the Gobi. An approximately four-hour drive brings us
to Ongiin Khiid, where we stop for lunch and a walk through the ruins of a 17th-century temple situated
in a beautiful mountainous region. Still known as the “Pearl of the Great Desert,” Ongiin Khiid was one of
the largest monasteries in Mongolia until its destruction during the communist purges in 1939. Leaving
Ongiin, we drive across the vast Ongi steppes (approximately four more hours), a flat area known for its
mysterious beauty, with endless mirages and occasional sightings of camels. In the late afternoon we
arrive at Three Camel Lodge, an upscale ger resort located on the edge of Gobi Gurvansaikhan National
Park. After dinner we head outdoors to take in the night sky. The clear, crisp air, free of light pollution,
offers a dazzling display of stars. THREE CAMEL LODGE (B,L,D)

Thursday, August 11
GOBI DESERT
After yesterday’s long drive we have a relaxed morning before heading out to explore this vast region.
Optional activities at our lodge include leisurely walks in the Bulagtai Mountains, horseback riding,
mountain biking or a ger camp–building demonstration. THREE CAMEL LODGE (B,L,D)
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Friday, August 12
YOL VALLEY / MOLTSOG ELS
After an early breakfast we drive to Yol Valley National Park, cradled in the foothills of the Altai
Mountains. Hike amid the habitat of indigenous, vulture-like lammergeiers, Altai snowcocks, ibex, yaks
and Argali mountain sheep. This afternoon we make our way to Moltsog Els, one of the few regions of
the Gobi covered by sand dunes. Explore the area on foot or by camel. THREE CAMEL LODGE (B,L,D)

Saturday, August 13
NAADAM FESTIVAL / FLAMING CLIFFS
Today we will get the chance to witness a local countryside Naadam festival. Wrestling, horse racing and
archery are the three age-old competitions traditionally used to measure the courage and strength of
nomads and warriors. Contemporary Naadam games showcase the abilities of local men, women, boys
and girls and are also a time when family and friends get together to celebrate the joyful summer
season. In the late afternoon drive to Bayan Zag, commonly known as the Flaming Cliffs for the orange
glow cast on the rocks at dawn and dusk. It was here in 1923 that Dr. Roy Chapman Andrews and his
exploration team from the American Museum of Natural History were the first to find a nest of dinosaur
eggs. Although it’s not obvious to the untrained eye, the Flaming Cliffs are rich with dinosaur fossils and
have been the site of many major paleontological discoveries. THREE CAMEL LODGE (B,L,D)

Sunday, August 14
GOBI DESERT / ULAANBAATAR
After breakfast transfer to the local airport for our flight back to Ulaanbaatar. Enjoy an afternoon at
leisure or explore the 976 Art Gallery, which supports young and upcoming Mongolian artists. In the
evening enjoy a traditional Mongolian performance followed by a farewell reception and dinner at one
of Ulaanbaatar’s fine local restaurants. SHANGRI-LA HOTEL (B,L,D)

Monday, August 15
ULAANBAATAR / HOME
After breakfast transfer to the airport for flights home. (B)

Optional Post-Trip Extension: Eagle Hunters of Western Mongolia
August 15 to 19, 2022
Fly to Bayan-Ulgii, a rugged region in the westernmost province of Mongolia and home to the Kazakhs,
known for their centuries-old tradition of training and hunting with golden eagles. This rich cultural
heritage was threatened with extinction but rebounded with the founding of the Golden Eagle Festival
nearly two decades ago. Spend two full days immersed in this incredible culture, learning about the daily
lives of the Kazakh people and their tradition of eagle hunting. Additional details will be sent to
confirmed travelers.

INFORMATION

Covid-19 and Travel
Due to the fluid nature of travel requirements and local Covid-19 conditions, travel protocols for our
program will be shared with confirmed travelers closer to departure. To read more about Travel/Study’s
general approach to ensuring traveler health and safety, visit
https://alumni.stanford.edu/get/page/covidtravel.
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Size
This trip is limited to 24 participants. Single accommodations are limited.

Cost*
$9,995 per person, double occupancy
$11,895 per person, single occupancy
*Stanford Alumni Association nonmembers add $300 per person.

Included
● Educational program with lecture series and predeparture materials, including an education

resource list and travel information
● Services of our professional tour manager to assist you throughout the program
● All tours and excursions as described in the itinerary
● Gratuities to guides and drivers for all group activities
● 4 nights of deluxe hotel accommodations and 6 nights of deluxe ger accommodations
● 10 breakfasts, 9 lunches and 8 dinners
● Welcome and farewell receptions
● Transfers and baggage handling on program arrival and departure days
● Internal flight from the Gobi Desert to Ulaanbaatar
● On-tour quarantine-related trip-cancellation, -interruption and -delay insurance coverage
● General medical, accident and evacuation insurance

Not Included
● Your personal flights to and from the program
● Passport and visa fees
● Immunization costs
● Meals and beverages other than those specified as included
● Independent and private transfers
● Nonquarantine-related trip-cancellation, -interruption and -delay insurance coverage
● Baggage insurance
● Excess-baggage charges
● Personal items such as internet access, telephone calls, laundry and gratuities for nongroup

services

Air Arrangements
You are responsible for booking and purchasing airfare to the start location and from the end location of
the program. These air purchases are NOT included in the program cost. To assist you in making these
independent arrangements, we will send you details with your confirmation materials on when to arrive
and depart.

What to Expect
Due in part to the developing infrastructure and the remoteness of some stops on our itinerary, we
consider this to be a strenuous program. It will be physically demanding and busy at times, suitable only
for travelers in excellent health. Daily excursions involve one to three miles of walking, often on uneven
and rocky terrain. Stairs are sometimes unavailable or do not have handrails. Roads are often unpaved
and extremely bumpy. Driving times range from four to six hours except for one all-day drive, which
takes about eight hours, with a lunch stop. Temperatures in Mongolia can fluctuate from the upper 40s F
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at night to the 90s F during the day. We expect that participants will be a self-selecting group whose
interest in the places we visit far outweighs the need for creature comforts. Participants should expect
an adventurous, rather than luxurious, travel experience. While we’ll be using the best hotels, most
provide simple accommodations. Our lodgings in Karakorum and the Gobi Desert are in ger camps. Gers
are circular, dome-shaped tents covered with felt made from sheep’s wool. Each ger comfortably sleeps
two and has electricity and a small stove for heat, as well as en suite flush toilets and showers. We
welcome travelers 15 years of age and older on this program.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Eligibility
We encourage membership in the Stanford Alumni Association as the program cost for nonmembers is
$300 more than the members’ price. The nonmember fee is waived for anyone traveling as a paid guest
of a current member, as well as for emerita or emeritus faculty and staff. To purchase a membership, call
(650) 725-0692 or visit alumni.stanford.edu/goto/membership.

Deposits, Payments and Cancellations
A $1,000-per-person deposit is required to reserve space on this program. Final payment is due 120 days
prior to program start. Deposits and any payments are refundable, less a $500-per-person cancellation
fee, until 120 days prior to program start. After that date, refunds can be made only if the program is
sold out and we resell your place(s), in which case a $1,000-per-person cancellation fee will apply.

Insurance
Stanford Travel/Study provides all travelers who are U.S. or Canadian citizens with general medical,
accident and evacuation coverage, as well as on-tour quarantine-related trip-cancellation, -interruption
and -delay insurance coverage, under our group-travel insurance policy. Our group policy is intended to
provide minimal levels of protection while you are traveling on this program. You may choose to
subscribe to optional nonquarantine-related trip-cancellation, -interruption and -delay insurance
coverage and/or baggage insurance. Information offering such insurance will be included in your
confirmation materials. The product offered includes special benefits if you purchase your insurance
within 14 days of receiving your welcome email.

Responsibility
The Stanford Alumni Association, Stanford University and our operators act only as agents for the
passenger with respect to transportation and exercise every care possible in doing so. However, we can
assume no liability for injury, damage, loss, accident, delay or irregularity in connection with the service
of any automobile, motor coach, launch or any other conveyance used in carrying out this program or for
the acts or defaults of any company or person engaged in conveying the passenger or in carrying out the
arrangements of the program. We cannot accept any responsibility for losses or additional expenses due
to delay or changes in air or other services, sickness, weather, strike, war, quarantine, force majeure or
other causes beyond our control. All such losses or expenses will have to be borne by the passenger, as
tour rates include arrangements only for the time stated. We reserve the right to make such alterations
to this published itinerary as may be deemed necessary. We reserve the right to cancel any program
prior to departure, in which case the entire payment will be refunded without further obligation on our
part. We also reserve the right to decline to accept or retain any person as a member of the program. No
refund will be made for an unused portion of any tour unless arrangements are made in sufficient time

STANFORD TRAVEL/STUDY | (650) 725-1093 | TRAVELSTUDY@ALUMNI.STANFORD.EDU
FRANCES C. ARRILLAGA ALUMNI CENTER | 326 GALVEZ STREET | STANFORD, CA 94305

http://alumni.stanford.edu/goto/membership


MONGOLIA
August 5 to 15, 2022

to avoid penalties. Baggage is carried at the owner’s risk entirely. The airlines concerned are not to be
held responsible for any act, omission or event during the time passengers are not on board their plane
or conveyance. Neither the Stanford Alumni Association, nor Stanford University, nor our operators
accept liability for any carrier’s cancellation penalty incurred by the purchase of a nonrefundable ticket
in connection with the tour. Program price is based on rates in effect at the time the brochure is
published and is subject to change without notice to reflect fluctuations in exchange rates, tariffs or fuel
charges. As a condition of participation, all confirmed participants are required to sign an Assumption of
Risk.

California Seller of Travel Program Registration #2048 523-50
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