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TANZANIA FAMILY ADVENTURE 
December 21 to 29, 2022 
 
See iconic wildlife the world’s largest volcanic caldera, the Ngorongoro Crater, and in the legendary 
Serengeti during the annual Great Wildebeest Migration. With no cell reception in the Serengeti, instead 
checking “likes,” we’ll check out elephants, giraffes, zebras and more from our open-roofed safari 
vehicles. Spend three star-filled nights in the Serengeti in luxury “tents” complete with showers, ceiling 
fans and four-poster beds! Throughout our journey, while adults attend lectures by our Stanford faculty 
leader, kids hang out with their Young Explorer leaders. And in the Ngorongoro Highlands, young 
explorers learn about life in Tanzania, connecting with pen pals and engaging in a friendly game of 
soccer. 
 
FACULTY LEADER 
 
Caitlin O'Connell-Rodwell, an award-winning author and photographer, is on the faculty at Stanford 
University Medical School. She has been studying elephants in the wild for the last thirty years and has 
published dozens of scientific papers, numerous feature magazine articles and two memoirs about her 
experiences. Dr. O’Connell-Rodwell is a co-founder of Utopia Scientific, a non-profit dedicated to public 
health and conservation. She taught creative science writing for Stanford and the New York Times and 
co-developed the award-winning Smithsonian documentary, Elephant King. Her award-nominated 
thriller series about the ivory trade is now being released as a graphic novel. 
 
ITINERARY 
 
Wednesday, December 21 
Arusha, Tanzania 
Fly into Kilimanjaro International Airport, transfer to our lodge, located amid lush coffee plantations, 
and enjoy a welcome snack before settling in for the night. ARUSHA SERENA HOTEL, RESORT AND SPA 
 
Thursday, December 22 
Eastern Serengeti Ecosystem 
A short scenic flight takes us to a private 12,000-acre private nature reserve, located adjacent to 
Serengeti National Park and part of that ecosystem. After a safari briefing, head out for our first taste of 
wildlife viewing. Look for giraffe, eland, dik dik, ostrich, leopard and even wild dog in this unique wildlife 
haven, dubbed “Giraffic Park” by past visitors. EASTERN SERENGETI NYUMBA CAMP (B,L,D) 
 
Friday, December 23 
Eastern Serengeti Ecosystem 
This region is the very definition of “off-the-beaten-path,” and the Maasai in this part of Tanzania have 
succeeded in maintaining their traditions, lifestyle and lore. Learn about this vibrant culture during a 
tour of a Maasai boma, or settlement of mud-and-dung huts and through a visit to a Maasai storyteller.  
Search for wildlife by foot on a guided nature walk and later, on a special nighttime wildlife drive. 
EASTERN SERENGETI NYUMBA CAMP (B,L,D) 
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Saturday, December 24 
Serengeti National Park 
Depart our private nature refuge for Serengeti National Park, traversing the Serengeti’s acacia-covered 
northern corridor. See wildlife along the way, arriving at our campsite in the early afternoon. After a 
late-afternoon wildlife viewing drive, relax at our camp while our local guides teach young explorers 
traditional Tanzanian games, including rede and bao, and perhaps a bit of Swahili. SERENGETI SERENA 
LODGE (B,L,D) 
 
Sunday, December 25 
Serengeti National Park 
Enjoy a full day of wildlife viewing in Serengeti National Park. At the end of the day take in the 
spectacular colors of an equatorial African sunset from the cozy comfort of our camp, then after dinner, 
relax around the campfire and gaze up at the millions of stars overhead. SERENGETI SERENA LODGE 
(B,L,D) 
 
Monday, December 26 
Ngorongoro Conservation Area 
As we depart the Serengeti, watch the grasslands eventually give way to wooded knolls and then desert-
like bush country. Stop at Olduvai Gorge, where major paleontological discoveries have helped to 
answer important questions about human evolution. Learn the various ways to wrap and wear a 
Tanzanian kanga, a traditional garment worn by women throughout East Africa, made of two pieces of 
brightly colored, patterned cotton cloth. Enjoy a traditional Tanzanian dinner this evening at our camp 
perched on the crater rim. NGORONGORO SERENA LODGE (B,L,D) 
 
Tuesday, December 27 
Ngorongoro Crater 
Enjoy an entire day exploring the floor of the magnificent 102-square-mile wildlife haven of Ngorongoro 
Crater to observe an unforgettable spectacle: a teeming world of elephants, rhinoceroses, lions, hyenas, 
zebras and wildebeests living in harmony in this self-contained environment. This evening, relax at the 
tembo fire, traditionally lit to keep elephants (tembo in Swahili) from feasting in the organic gardens, 
and now an ideal sitting area for evening conversation and stargazing. NGORONGORO SERENA LODGE 
(B,L,D) 
 
Wednesday, December 28 
Ngorongoro Highlands 
Today visit a local primary school in the Ngorongoro Highlands where young explorers meet their pen 
pals, followed by an informal soccer match. Check in to our lodge and enjoy a festive dinner with fellow 
travelers. GIBB’S FARM (B,L,D) 
 
Thursday, December 29 
Arusha / Home 
Return to Arusha this morning and celebrate at our lodge with a farewell lunch. Day rooms are available 
to rest and prepare for an afternoon departure. Transfer to Kilimanjaro Airport for flights home. 
ARUSHA SERENA HOTEL, RESORT AND SPA (DAY ROOMS, B,L) 
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INFORMATION 
 
Young Explorer Program 
Kids of all ages love our Young Explorer program, where they’re grouped by age for fun and educational 
activities that take place during lectures. They’ll enjoy thought-provoking discussions and mind-bending 
games that fuel creativity, all while building new friendships. Our Young Explorer leaders are all recent 
Stanford grads and Stanford Sierra Camp counselors. They are pros at understanding and adapting to 
the personalities and interests of each young explorer—which means that everyone has a great time. 
 
Covid-19 and Travel 
Due to the fluid nature of travel requirements and local Covid-19 conditions, travel protocols for our 
program will be shared closer to departure. To read more about Travel/Study’s general approach to 
ensuring traveler health and safety, visit https://alumni.stanford.edu/get/page/covidtravel. 
 
Size 
This trip is limited to 40 participants. Single accommodations are limited. 
 
Cost* 
$9,995 per adult, double occupancy 
$9,495 per child (ages 6–18), double occupancy 
$10,895 per person, single occupancy 
*Stanford Alumni Association nonmembers add $300 per person. 
 
Included 

● Educational program with lecture series and predeparture materials, including an education 
resource list and travel information 

● Young Explorer program and activities for kids 
● Services of our professional tour manager to assist you throughout the program 
● All tours and excursions as described in the itinerary 
● Internal flights as described in the itinerary 
● Gratuities to guides and drivers for all group activities 
● 8 nights of deluxe accommodations 
● 8 breakfasts, 8 lunches and 7 dinners 
● Welcome and farewell receptions 
● Transfers and baggage handling on program arrival and departure days 
● On-tour quarantine-related trip-cancellation, -interruption and -delay insurance coverage  
● General medical, accident and evacuation insurance 

 
Not Included 

● Your personal flights to and from the program 
● Passport and visa fees 
● Immunization costs 
● Meals and beverages other than those specified as included 
● Independent and private transfers 
● Nonquarantine-related trip-cancellation, -interruption and -delay insurance coverage  
● Baggage insurance 

https://alumni.stanford.edu/get/page/covidtravel
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● Excess-baggage charges 
● Personal items such as internet access, telephone calls, laundry and gratuities for nongroup 

services 
 
Air Arrangements 
You are responsible for booking and purchasing airfare to the start location and from the end location of 
the program. These air purchases are NOT included in the program cost. To assist you in making these 
independent arrangements, we will send you details with your confirmation materials on when to arrive 
and depart. 
 
Room Arrangements 
Families stay in standard lodge rooms and tents, typically with one queen bed or two twin beds. 
Accommodations vary from property to property, and flexibility is a must. Triple accommodations on 
this program are limited and will be confirmed in the order deposits were received. If you plan to have 
three people in one room, please indicate your bed preference for the first two people. We will request 
a rollaway for the third family member. Triples are best suited for families with at least one child under 
12. For families in multiple rooms, Travel/Study always requests rooms that are next to each other or as 
close as the accommodations permit. If your family would like interconnecting rooms, please indicate as 
much when you register. Travel/Study can request interconnecting rooms on your behalf where 
available, but most accommodations will not guarantee them in advance.  
 
What to Expect 
Travelers should be in good health and physical condition. Schedules sometimes include long days with 
early wake-up calls and activities scheduled throughout the day (and sometimes into the evenings). Our 
wildlife drives will be spent viewing wildlife from specially equipped four-wheel-drive safari vehicles with 
pop-up roofs for easy viewing and photography. A window seat is guaranteed for every passenger. 
Though long drives are minimized for this itinerary, you can expect drives of up to five hours in length on 
bumpy, dusty and occasionally muddy roads. The lodges and permanent tented camps we stay in on this 
program are comfortable and well-appointed; most have private verandas, and all have private 
bathrooms. Lodges have electricity provided by generators; however, the electricity may shut off at 
night.  
 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 
Eligibility 
We encourage membership in the Stanford Alumni Association as the program cost for nonmembers is 
$300 more than the members’ price. The nonmember fee is waived for anyone traveling as a paid guest 
of a current member, as well as for emerita or emeritus faculty and staff. To purchase a membership, 
call (650) 725-0692 or visit http://alumni.stanford.edu/goto/membership. 
 
Deposits, Payments and Cancellations  
A $1,000-per-person deposit is required to reserve space on this program. Final payment is due 120 days 
prior to program start. Deposits and any payments are refundable, less a $500-per-person cancellation 
fee, until 120 days prior to program start. After that date, refunds can be made only if the program is 
sold out and we resell your place(s), in which case a $1,000-per-person cancellation fee will apply. 
 
 

http://alumni.stanford.edu/goto/membership
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Insurance 
Stanford Travel/Study provides all travelers who are U.S. or Canadian citizens with general medical, 
accident and evacuation coverage, as well as on-tour quarantine-related trip-cancellation, -interruption 
and -delay insurance coverage, under our group-travel insurance policy. Our group policy is intended to 
provide minimal levels of protection while you are traveling on this program. You may choose to 
subscribe to optional nonquarantine-related trip-cancellation, -interruption and -delay insurance 
coverage and/or baggage insurance. Information offering such insurance will be included in your 
confirmation materials. The product offered includes special benefits if you purchase your insurance 
within 14 days of receiving your welcome email. 
 
Responsibility 
The Stanford Alumni Association, Stanford University and our operators act only as agents for the 
passenger with respect to transportation and exercise every care possible in doing so. However, we can 
assume no liability for injury, damage, loss, accident, delay or irregularity in connection with the service 
of any automobile, motor coach, launch or any other conveyance used in carrying out this program or 
for the acts or defaults of any company or person engaged in conveying the passenger or in carrying out 
the arrangements of the program. We cannot accept any responsibility for losses or additional expenses 
due to delay or changes in air or other services, sickness, weather, strike, war, quarantine, force majeure 
or other causes beyond our control. All such losses or expenses will have to be borne by the passenger, 
as tour rates include arrangements only for the time stated. We reserve the right to make such 
alterations to this published itinerary as may be deemed necessary. We reserve the right to cancel any 
program prior to departure, in which case the entire payment will be refunded without further 
obligation on our part. We also reserve the right to decline to accept or retain any person as a member 
of the program. No refund will be made for an unused portion of any tour unless arrangements are 
made in sufficient time to avoid penalties. Baggage is carried at the owner’s risk entirely. The airlines 
concerned are not to be held responsible for any act, omission or event during the time passengers are 
not on board their plane or conveyance. Neither the Stanford Alumni Association, nor Stanford 
University, nor our operators accept liability for any carrier’s cancellation penalty incurred by the 
purchase of a nonrefundable ticket in connection with the tour. Program price is based on rates in effect 
at the time the brochure is published and is subject to change without notice to reflect fluctuations in 
exchange rates, tariffs or fuel charges. As a condition of participation, all confirmed participants are 
required to sign an Assumption of Risk. 
 
California Seller of Travel Program Registration #2048 523-50 
 
 
 


